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HT Kolkata

Drop in Indians
at.UKvarsmes
raises concern

Prasun Sonwalkar
» kettersEhindustantimes.com

LONDON: The umbrella body rep-
resenting British universities
on Friday said it was a matter
of “concern” that the number of
Indian students coming to the UK
continued to show a decline, and
called for a “welcoming climate”
for genuine international students.

Figures released by the Higher
Education Statistics Agency
(HESA)on Thursday revealed the
decline in the number of Indian
students that started in 2011-12
continued in the last academic
vear (2012-13), leading to arecord
25% reduction overall.

Nicola Dandridge, chief
executive of Universities UK,
said: “Despite growing demand
globally. international recruit-
ment figures in the UK over the
last few years have not done jus-
tice, either to the global success
of the UK's universities, or the
sector’s ability to tap into this
substantial growth market"”. The
consistent drop in Indians stu-
dents is mainly attributed to the
scrapping of the post-study visa.



HT Mumbai

POLICE YET T0
TRACE MISSING
IIT-B STUDENT

MUMBAL The police are yvet to find
Shiv Teja, a 25-vear-old PhD st-
dent from the Indian Institute
of Technology, Bombay (IIT-B),
who has been missing tfrom the
campus since Monday,

shiv's parents arrived in the
city on Thursday and eftforts to
trace him are on.

“There is still no clue, but we
are hopeful. The hostel warden
informed the police about the
incident. He spoke to his par-
ents last Friday,” said Rashmi
sablania, 1I'T-B spokesperson.

shiv is pursuing Phl in elec-
trical engineering. The warden
oot suspicions, when he saw
newspapers of January 14 and
15 Iyving outside his room .

The Powal police have regis-
tered a case, “His mobile phone
is switched off.” said a senior
police officer HTC
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Conservation, not technology, will help meet water needs: 11Sc
director

Bangalore, Jan 17, 2014, DHNS:, Deccan Herald

Villages added to BBMP will get Cauvery water: Minister
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No amount of technical solutions can help in meeting the increasing demand for water in the City,
according to P Balaram, the director of Indian Institute of Science (11Sc).

Only conservation and equitable distribution of water supply would address the problem.

“Although technical solution is the need of the hour to utilise the existing water resources, there is no escape
from standard exercises of conversational activities. Even at IISc, more stress is laid on research on water,”
Balaram said on Friday at the 46th annual convention of the Indian Water Works Association (IWWA), being
held for the very first time in Bangalore.

Prof Balaram said that while newer technologies should be adopted, government bodies, consumers and other
stakeholders must not shy from water conservation. He then recalled how water was being supplied round the
clock in 1980s and how it was rationed subsequently because of growing population.

Bangalore Urban district In-charge Minister Ramalinga Reddy mentioned that nowadays every household
expected drinking water in their taps round the clock. The engineers and other professionals, the consultants and
contractors working in the sector should always keep in mind that the government had to meet the requirements
of even the poorest man — from drinking water to sanitation facilities at his home.

Reddy said that drinking water to 110 villages, part of the BBMP, would be supplied after the proposed
allocation of 10 tmc (thousand million cubic feet) of water from River Cauvery. This would also reduce the
pressure on ground water, he said.

At the event, T Venkataraju, the BWSSB Engineer-in-Chief, took over as IWWA chairman from V R
Kalyankar.

Dr Sukumar Devotta, former director of the National Environmental Engineering Research Institute, delivered
the Dr Modhak Memorial Lecture on ‘Augmentation water availability from non-conventional water resources’.
He explained how zero liquid discharge, which is mainly recycled and reused, has been made mandatory for
leather, textile and dyeing industries in Tamil Nadu and how it has helped conserve water.

BWSSB Chairman M D Ravi Shankar, in Raman Endowment Lecture, explained the board’s services to the
urban poor.
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1T techno-management fest kicks off on high note

TNN | Jan 18, 2014, 02.02 AM IST

BHUBANESWAR: Wissenaire'14, the annual techno-management festival of [IT Bhubaneswar, began here on Friday.

Dr BK Das, joint director, Integrated Test Range (ITR), Chandipur, inaugurated the event.
World renowned mentalist Ehud Segev from Israel performed on the inaugural evening.

"The technological extravaganza is packed with a perfect combination of technical and management events," said
Umesh Chandra Sahoo, chairman, Wissenaire'14.

The second day of the three-day event will see another mega show 'Teknite' by Vilas Nayak, speed painter, and Vineet
Vincet, a beatboxer, musician, and performing artist from India, who entered the Limca Book of Records by creating the
largest human beatbox ensemble with 2,136 participants.

He also holds a Guinness World Record for the largest human beatbox ensemble.

On the last day, Guinness world record holders Parkour Team and noted "Twin Jugglers" will perform at Janata Maidan
as part of the techno carnival.

11T unity plan for better rank

BASANT KUMAR MOHANTY

New Delhi, Jan. 16: The Indian Institutes of Technology have fallen back on the old saying unity is strength
after being ranked embarrassingly low among global universities for successive years.

At a brainstorming session here today, directors and chairpersons of the 16 11Ts discussed whether the tech
schools should be projected as a single entity when agencies like the Times Higher Education, Quacquarelli
Symonds and Shanghai Jiao Tong University ranked institutions.

If the idea is followed through, sources in the HRD ministry and some IIT directors said, the premier
institutions were likely to score higher on parameters like volume of research, technology transfer, international
students, international faculty and peer comment.

“We are considering this idea that all the 1ITs will present themselves as one entity or brand. We are going to
write to the ranking agencies on this,” higher education secretary Ashok Thakur said after the meeting.

Only four IITs ranked among the top 500 world institutions in 2013, while three figured on the list the previous
year. None ranked among the top 200.

Asked if such a single-entity projection was possible, Thakur said some of the top universities in the world had
several campuses at different places but are considered single institutions.

“If the foreign universities’ multiple campuses... can be considered as one entity, why not the IITs?” he said.
“In fact, the IITs have been created under one law, the Institute of Technology Act.”


http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/techno-management-festival
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/IIT-Bhubaneswar
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Not every IIT director agreed that the plan would work. Some said it would weaken the case of the IITs because
of the disparity in achievements.

The older I1Ts, for example, have a better record of citation per faculty — or work of a faculty cited by another
faculty in a research paper published in a peer-reviewed journal.

If all the 11Ts are branded as a single entity, this section said, the citation-per-faculty score would come down
because the average would have to be taken.

IIT Kanpur director Indranil Manna suggested the 11Ts should participate in the category of technological
institutions. “Institutions like Harvard University have a wide range of subjects and departments. The IITs only
focus on engineering education. It would be better if we compete among technological universities,” Manna
said.

Another director doubted whether the IITs could be projected as a single entity. “Each IIT is an autonomous
institution. They don’t share faculties and students,” he said. “How can they be considered as a single entity?”

The final decision will be taken after a panel set up by the Standing Committee of the II'T Council gives its
report.

http://www.telegraphindia.com/1140117/jsp/nation/story 17833024.isp#.UtoZAbS6bIW
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